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Existing Site Summary  
 
Neighborhood: 
 
Sycamore Canyon School is located in Newbury Park on a 16.12 
acre site.  Bound by Via Mirabella to the west, Via Rio to the south, 
and Calle Del Prado to the east, this school is surrounded by a 
mixture of single-family residences, apartment complexes, 
commercial developments and public parks.  The closest major 
intersection is Via Rio and Via Las Brisas.  
 
Instruction: 
 
Sycamore Canyon is a combination elementary and middle school 
and currently serves a population of approximately 1,250 students 
from Kindergarten through 8th grade.  The school has a strong 
Garden program consisting of a number of programs/sites funded by 
local, state and national grants and operated by volunteers.  
Gardens at the school include the completed SCS Science and 
Habitat Learning Center (a 4,500 sf garden of drought tolerant 
plants), the completed SCS Edible Lab (a 1,500 sf vegetable 
garden) and the in-progress SCS Native Landscape Observatory (an 
8,000 sf garden of native plants). 
 
 
Summary of  Facilities: 
 
Sycamore Canyon was built in phases between 2002 and 2010 with 
the elementary school portions of the campus preceding the middle 
school portions. The buildings on the site are a combination of 
masonry and stucco-sheathed wood-frame construction with 
Spanish clay tile gabled roofs or built-up membrane flat roofs.  All 
buildings are largely well-maintained and in good working condition.  
Typical aesthetic signs of use and age are evident but for the most 
part do not affect the functionality.  Site drainage is an ongoing issue 
at a number of locations on the campus, primarily on the elementary 
side.  Means to remedy this should be investigated.  Play areas do 
become slightly congested during recess hours.  The parking stall 
quantity on site adequately serves staff and visitors and the student 
drop-off and pick-up circulation functions well.   
 
 

 
Building Systems:  
 
The mechanical, plumbing, and electrical systems are all original to 
the campus and still perform decently.  Electrical service and capacity 
appear to be adequate for the property’s demands.   Lifecycle 
replacements of electrical components, interior lighting and HVAC 
units will be due in the coming years as detailed in the recently 
completed Facility Condition Assessment.  
 
Technology:  
 
Sycamore Canyon utilizes a number of different educational 
technology tools.  The school owns a number of hand-held devices 
charged via charging stations and continues to purchase more.  In 
the middle school SMART Boards occupy five classrooms while other 
teachers utilize LCD ceiling mounted projectors.  The campus 
recently received Wi-Fi throughout the buildings and reports that the 
bandwidth is appropriately sized.  An expansion of this Wi-Fi network 
to the exterior portions of the campus would be beneficial to provide 
teachers with the added flexibility to take instruction outdoors.  A 
recent improvement campus-wide was when all new fiber was 
installed. 
 
Energy: 
 
There are currently no renewable energy systems installed on 
campus. Gas and electricity use across the past 3 years are relatively 
consistent indicating similar demands and the unlikelihood of gas 
leaks and/or errant electricity use.  Data documenting the water use 
on campus shows a reduction in use from 2014 to 2015 as would be 
expected due to the water-saving requirements implemented across 
California due to the state-wide drought.  Data for the water use in 
2016 shows increased consumption over 2015.  Further information 
should be gathered to determine the reason for this increase and 
measures implement ted to return the total consumption to the 2015 
levels or lower. 
 
 
 
 

Table of Contents & Executive Summary 



Sycamore Canyon School I Survey  

4601 Via Rio I Newbury Park , CA 91320                          

Conejo Valley Unified School District                          

December 16, 2016   - DRAFT (V3)                                                                          

1.1 

Existing Site Summary  
 
Site Attributes: 
The thoughtful layout of the Sycamore Canyon School campus 
permits it to function well as a combination elementary and middle 
school.  Shared play and athletic areas occupy the northern part of 
the site while buildings in distinct zones for each school hug the 
southern border.  Each maintains its’ own ‘side’ of the campus and 
independent identity.  The size houses the current student 
population appropriately. In the elementary school interior corridors 
provide ample space for display of student work creating a feeling of 
ownership and pride amongst the children.  Small break-out spaces 
from the elementary classrooms are defined in the exterior courtyard 
and provide opportunities for expansion of the education 
environment to the outside.  The primary classroom building for the 
middle school is two stories creating distinction from the single story 
elementary buildings.  One full food service kitchen prepares lunch 
for the entire campus but separate outdoor lunch shelters provide 
dining space for each group - K-5 and 6-8. 

Table of Contents & Executive Summary 

Site Opportunities:  
Additional shade would benefit the campus in both built form and 
landscape.  A second lunch shelter for each side of the campus 
(elementary and middle school) would alleviate sun-exposure for 
students while dining.  Trees for shade would enhance the grass and 
play areas.  Care must be taken to place trees in locations where 
they do not require large planters so that the soft and hard scape play 
areas are preserved as much as possible.  The ground at the campus 
is predominantly rock-based therefore particular attention is needed 
to select appropriate species.  Either trees or a shade structure at the 
kindergarten play yard at the southeast corner of the campus will 
permit use of this space more often throughout the school year. 
 
Poor water drainage at certain areas across the campus should be 
addressed through re-grading and/or addition of storm drain 
connections. Specific problem locations include the triangular site 
walls in the elementary courtyard, the asphalt play yard, and the 
northern façade of the Food Service area. Measures to address 
water drainage and pest control at the Middle School Refreshment 
Center are additional needs.   
 
The addition of gutters to the 2-story Middle School building that are 
piped directly to the storm drain system would aid in minimizing the 
quantity of water draining across the site. 
 
While still in good structural shape the campus’s buildings do show 
signs of wear/use.  Exterior paint and touch-ups across the campus, 
with some graphic additions to incorporate school colors and pride, 
will provide a fresh face lift and added curb appeal.   The replacement 
of paper towel dispensers at all restrooms with hand driers will 
decrease the paper waste generated on site and encourage 
sustainable practices.  Exterior lighting for security purposes at night 
and planting along the Via Rio front will complete a new look 
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2.0 

CVUSD Newbury Park Cluster 

Cluster Context Map 

CVUSD Newbury Park Cluster Sites 

LOCATION 
CODE SITE NAME 

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES 
SITE TYPE 

GRADE LEVEL 
CONFIG 

NEWBURY WALNUT Elem. School K-5 

NEWBURY NEWBURY PARK  High School 9-12 

NEWBURY EARTHS MAGNET Elem. School K- 5 

NEWBURY MAPLE Elem. School K- 5 

NEWBURY SEQUOIA Middle School 6-8 

NEWBURY BANYAN Elem. School K- 5 

NEWBURY CYPRESS Elem. School Jr K- 5 

NEWBURY SYCAMORE CANYON Elem. + Middle School  K- 8 

8 Total Sites   

Community Resources 
DESCRIPTION LOCATION CITY 

Dos Vientos Community Park  4801 Borchard Rd Newbury Park 

Del Prado Playfields 402 Calle Del Prado  Newbury Park 

Potrero Open Space Potrero Open Space Thousand Oaks 

Kimber Park Cloudcrest Ct. Newbury Park 

Borchard Community Park 190 N. Reino Rd.  Newbury Park 

Wendy Park 815 American Oaks AvenueNewbury Park, CA  91320 Thousand Oaks 

Monarch Athletics Center 3599 Old Conejo Rd. Newbury Park 

Thousand Oaks Library 2331 Borchard Rd  Newbury Park 

Miller Family YMCA 320 Via Las Brisas  Newbury Park 

Legend 
  Elementary School    Special Education School                             Other Community Resources 

  Middle School  Magnet School  

  High School    Parks 
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3.0 

LAUSD High 
School 

Project Location Map 
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4.0 

Analysis: 
 
As would be expected at a relatively new campus within the District, all the buildings on the elementary school side of 
Sycamore Canyon School are original to the campus. There is little deviation between the observed uses and the 
previously recorded uses of the spaces. 

Enrollment Data - Elementary School 

 

Instructional & Campus Summary 

CVUSD  SYCAMORE CANYON 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 Location Code: 0000  Campus Summary        
Site Information  Totals     Total Planned Site Capacity: Totals    

Current Useable Area: 
12.25 
Acres   Current Enrollment: 738   

Current Playground Area: 6.3 Acres   Planning 2-Semester Capacity: 870   

(Both campuses included) 
       Enrollment to use for Planning 809   

                

Playground Area Required: 1.7 Acres   

  Current Classrooms  
Potential Classrooms + Current 
Classrooms 

Classrooms identified by the 
school  

Classroom Status for School: Permanent  Portable  Totals  Permanent  Portable  Totals  Permanent  Portable  Total 

Available Classrooms 720 Square Feet or 
greater: 12 9 21 12 9 21 12 9 21 

Available Small Rooms 719 Square Feet or 
smaller: 16 0 16 16 0 16 16 0 16 

Totals:  28 9 37 28 9 37 28 9 37 

•For Secondary Schools 

Classrooms 800 Square Feet and greater will be considered an “Available Classroom”. On the color coded survey plan they can occur as 
BASIC CLASSROOM (Orange); SPECIALITY CLASSROOM (Light Blue); SCIENCE (Yellow).  

If the rooms are being used for instruction and they are 799 Square Feet and under, they  will be considered a “Small Room”, with a different 
Color Code. Provide a description in the keynote as to its current use.  

 
•For Elementary Schools 
Classrooms 720 Square Feet and greater will be considered an “Available Classroom”. On the color coded survey plan they can occur as 
BASIC CLASSROOM (Orange); SPECIALITY CLASSROOM (Light Blue); SCIENCE (Yellow).  
 
If the rooms are being used for instruction and they are 719 Square Feet and under, they  will be considered a “Small Room”, with a Different 
Color Code. Provide a description in the keynote as to its current use.  
 
For Span and other types of Schools 
 
Identify what age group the space is used for the majority of the day – use rules above for Secondary Schools and Elementary Schools. Provide 
a description in the keynote as to its current use.  
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4.1 

CVUSD  SYCAMORE CANYON 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 Location Code: 0000  Campus Summary        
Site Information  Totals     Total Planned Site Capacity: Totals    

Current Useable Area: 
12.25 
Acres   Current Enrollment: 516   

Current Playground Area: 6.3 Acres   Planning 2-Semester Capacity: 380   

(Both campuses included)       Enrollment to use for Planning 542   

                

Playground Area Required: 6.0 Acres   

  Current Classrooms  
Potential Classrooms + Current 
Classrooms 

Classrooms identified by the 
school  

Classroom Status for School: Permanent  Portable  Totals  Permanent  Portable  Totals  Permanent  Portable  Total  

Available Classrooms 800 Square Feet or 
greater: 0 22 22 0 22 22 0 22 22 

Available Small Rooms 799 Square Feet or 
smaller: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Totals:  0 22 22 0 22 22 0 22 22 

Enrollment Data - Middle School 

 

Instructional & Campus Summary 

Analysis: 
 
As would be expected at a relatively new campus within the District most of the buildings on the middle school side of 
Sycamore Canyon School are also original to the campus and there is little deviation between the observed uses and 
the previously recorded uses of the spaces.  The one exception to this is Building 14 added for Child Care. 
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5.1 Existing Campus Plan 
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5.2 

Existing Facilities:  
0 buildings over 40 years old  
0 buildings between 30 and 40 years old  
 
Analysis: 
 
The oldest buildings at Sycamore Canyon School 
were 14 years old at the time of this survey.  The 
buildings and site show aesthetic signs of use and 
age, but no major structural or infrastructure issues 
were observed. 
  
 
 
 

Existing Campus Building Data 

*Building is identified on SP3A diagrams as portable.  

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
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6.0 Existing Campus Building Use - First Floor  
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6.1 Existing Campus Building Use - Second Floor  
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7.0 Existing Campus Image Key Map  
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Photo 1 
Building Name: Administration 
Building Number: 1 
Admin/Multipurpose building from entry lot.  

Photo 2 
Building Name: Childcare 
Building Number: 4 
Childcare building from entry parking lot view. 

Photo 3 
Building Name: Classroom  
Building Number: 9 
Middle school classrooms building from school entry. 

Photo 4 
Building Name: Gymnasium  
Building Number: 10 
Gymnasium building  view from school entry. 
 
 

Photo 5 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number:1 
View towards classroom building from play yard.  

Photo 6 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 1  
Classrooms enclosing a shared space.  
 

Photo 7 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 2 
Modular classroom.  
 
 

Photo 8 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 3 
Modular elementary classrooms.  
 
 

7.1 Existing Campus Images 
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Photo 9 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 1 
Admin/MPR/Classrooms elementary building.  

Photo 10 
Building Name: NA 
Building Number: NA 
View into Sand box play space. 
 

Photo 11 
Building Name: Lunch Shelter: 
Building Number: 8 
Lunch shelter and ‘food shack” visible. 
 
 

Photo 12 
Building Name: Lunch shelter 
Building Number:8 
 
 

Photo 13 
Building Name: Lunch Shelter 
Building Number: 5 
Lunch shelter with middle schools visible beyond.  

Photo 14 
Building Name: Lunch Shelter 
Building Number: 5 
Lunch shelter with bicycle rack in the foreground.  
 

Photo 15 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 4 
Childcare classroom.  

Photo 16 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 7 
Middle school classroom building.  

7.2 Existing Campus Images 
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Photo 17 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 14 
Portable childcare building. 

Photo 18 
Building Name: Gymnasium 
Building Number: 10 
 

Photo 19 
Building Name: Classrooms  
Building Number: 13 
View through courtyard space.  
 
 

Photo 20 
Building Name: NA 
Building Number: NA 
View towards green play space. 
 

Photo 21 
Building Name: Gymnasium  
Building Number: 10 
Gymnasium building viewed from parking lot. 

Photo 22 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 9 
Two story middle school classroom building.  

Photo 23 
Building Name: Gymnasium 
Building Number: 10 
 
 

Photo 24 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 9 
 

7.3 Existing Campus Images 
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Photo 25  
Building Name: Administrative 
Building Number: 1 
View through admin corridor. 

Photo 26 
Building Name: Classroom  
Building Number: 1 
View through typical classroom 
 

Photo 27 
Building Name: Classrooms  
Building Number: 1 
Office room #134 
 

Photo 28 
Building Name: Administrative 
Building Number: 1 
Staff lounge.  
 

Photo 29 
Building Name: Classroom  
Building Number: 3 
Modular building, computer lab space. 

Photo 30 
Building Name: Administrative 
Building Number: 1 
Support room.  

Photo 31 
Building Name: Multipurpose/Food service 
Building Number: 1 
Food prep space. 
 

Photo 32 
Building Name: Multipurpose 
Building Number: 1 
MPR Space. 

7.4 Existing Campus Images 
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Photo 33 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 6 
Typical middle school classroom.  

Photo 34 
Building Name: Classroom 
Building Number: 6 
Science classroom, middle school building. 

Photo 35 
Building Name: Classrooms 
Building Number: 7 
Computer lab, middle school building.  
 

Photo 36 
Building Name: Library 
Building Number: 7 
Elementary school library.  
 

Photo 37 
Building Name: Classroom  
Building Number: 13 
Typical middle school classroom.  

Photo 38 
Building Name: Library  
Building Number: 1 
Elementary school library.  

Photo 39 
Building Name: Gymnasium 
Building Number: 10 
Middle school gymnasium building.  

Photo 40 
Building Name: Gymnasium 
Building Number: 10 
Middle school gymnasium building.  

7.5 Existing Campus Images 
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8.0 Specialized Programs 



Sycamore Canyon School I Survey  

4601 Via Rio I Newbury Park , CA 91320                          

Conejo Valley Unified School District                          

December 16, 2016   - DRAFT (V3)                                                                          

 9.0 Facility Certification Requirements  
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10.0 

Site Challenges:  
 
Site challenges at Sycamore Canyon School include: 
 
- Inadequate shading for outdoor dining and play 
- Site drainage 
- Bedrock geology and lack of significant top soil to encourage plant and tree growth 
- Exterior lighting for security purposes and night events 
 
 
 
Site Modernization Opportunities: 
 
 
Campus modernization projects are intended to improve the safety and security of the students, better the 
instructional and play environments, and beautify the campus internally as well as its face to the 
neighborhood. 
 
General modernizations to keep the campus in good working condition may include upgrades to the building 
finishes and a general cleaning of exterior façades.  Planting enhancements along Via Rio have the potential 
to offer a clean, refreshed look to the main front of the campus.  Additional trees and other means of providing 
shade throughout the campus will provide more opportunities for student outdoor learning, play and dining on 
even the hottest school days.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING_______________________ 
 
1 -    MULTI-PURPOSE / ADMIN ISTRATIVE / CLASSROOMS  
2 -    CLASSROOMS  
3 -    CLASSROOMS  
4 -    CHILDCARE 
5 -    LUNCH SHELTER 
6 -    CLASSROOMS  
7 -    CLASSROOMS  
8 -    LUNCH SHELTER 
9 -    CLASSROOMS  
10 -  GYMNASIUM 
11 -  CLASSROOMS  
12 -  CLASSROOMS 
13 -  CLASSROOMS  
14 -  CHILDCARE PORTABLE 
 
 

Site Challenges & Proposed Site Modernization Summary 
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10.1 

Image 1: Main access point 

Image 3: Drop-off zone, viewed from middle school campus.   
 

Drop Off 

Drop-off Points and Circulation 

Drop Off 
Accessible  Path of Travel * 

Circulation Diagram 
* Visually observed to be the accessible path of travel. Verification required. 
 
 

Image 2: Drop-off Zone 

BUILDING_______________________ 
 
1 -    MULTI-PURPOSE / ADMIN ISTRATIVE / CLASSROOMS  
2 -    CLASSROOMS  
3 -    CLASSROOMS  
4 -    CHILDCARE 
5 -    LUNCH SHELTER 
6 -    CLASSROOMS  
7 -    CLASSROOMS  
8 -    LUNCH SHELTER 
9 -    CLASSROOMS  
10 -  GYMNASIUM 
11 -  CLASSROOMS  
12 -  CLASSROOMS 
13 -  CLASSROOMS  
14 -  CHILDCARE PORTABLE 
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10.2 

Photo 1- ADA safe, handrail installed. 
Photo 2- ADA ramp around the kindergarten 
play yard. 

Photo 4- ADA Ramp near the entry point to the 
administration building.  

Photo 3- ADA Ramp leading to middle school 
classrooms. 

Facility Accessibility  
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11.0 Energy Use  

Energy Use Summary: 
 
PENDING  

Electrical:  

Water:  Gas:  
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12.0 Core Facilities Data 

*(Office Square Footage)  

This calculation includes the Front Office/Main Office; Waiting Room/Space; Conference Room; Administrative 
Offices. ** This calculation includes the Staff Lounge in addition to the spaces listed above.  

Core Facilities  
 

Item Category  
Existing Square 
Footage 

Standard Square 
Footage Based on 
Planning 2- Semester 
Capacity 

        

1 Food Prep & Serving Areas 1,266  Square Feet  4,350 Square Feet 

  (ES and MS)     

2 Indoor Dining  (ES and MS) No dedicated space 5,000 Square Feet 

        

3 Lunch Shelter  (ES) 1,320 Square Feet  2,610 Square Feet 

  Lunch shelter  (MS) 1,320 Square Feet 1,140 Square Feet 

4 MPR / Assembly / Auditorium  (ES) 4,439 Square Feet  4,980 Square Feet 

  MPR / Assembly / Auditorium (MS)        0 Square Feet 5,520 Square Feet 

5 Library  (ES) 2,585 Square Feet  2,390 Square Feet 

  Library  (MS)   864 Square Feet 2,340 Square Feet 

6 Administration  (ES and MS)  4,650 Square Feet** 4,760 Square Feet* 

        

7 Gymnasium Building  (MS)  12,489 Square Feet  11,540 Square Feet 

        

8 Playground  (ES and MS) 6.3 Acres  4.14 Acres 

        

9 Parking  (ES and MS) 108 Stalls  123 Stalls 

        

Core Facilities Summary  

1. Food Prep & Serving Areas 
Although undersized the food preparation kitchen adequately works for the current student population’s needs.  Serving to 
the Elementary School students occurs directly from this kitchen. Food Service to the Middle School students occurs at the 
“Feed Shack” where flooding  and pest control issues should be remedied.                                                                             

2. Indoor Dining  
There is no dedicated indoor dining space.  The MPR and classrooms are used for indoor dining on inclement weather 
days.  

3. Lunch Shelter 
The lunch shelters for both the elementary and middle school are in good shape however they are both undersized for the 
current school population. Additional shaded dining areas are needed.   
 

4. Multi Purpose/Assembly/Auditorium  

The Multi-Purpose provides the largest interior gathering space on the Elementary side of the campus and is used for 
school assemblies and performances.  
 

5. Library  
The campus supports two separate libraries, one for the Elementary School which is sized appropriately for the current 
student population and one for the Middle School which is significantly undersized for the current student body size. 
 

6. Administration   
The majority of administration functions for the school are housed in a combined administration area on the Elementary 
School side of the campus.  A small set of offices on the Middle School side of the campus serves administrative need 
specific to those students. 
 

7. Gymnasium Building  
The Gymnasium provides the largest interior gathering space on the Middle School side of the campus.  Primarily used for 
the Middle School’s Physical Education program the school also utilizes it for assemblies. The gymnasium is also a Joint 
Use space shared with the Conejo Recreation and Parks District (CRPD).  

8. Playground  
Playground space becomes congested during certain times of the day with the current student population.  Additional shade 
at the play areas would benefit the campus, but should not be provided at the expense of losing play space due to the 
congestion already experienced.  

9. Parking  

108 stalls provide adequate parking for both staff and visitors to the school.  
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13.0 Campus Technology 

Technology Summary:  
The network infrastructure backbone has been upgraded to meet current and future needs.  Each building that has an IDF is connected to the MDF via 12 strands of single mode fiber.  Every 
classroom has four CAT6 A cables in the ceiling along with two locations with CAT5 cables along the wall.  All other instructional and office spaces have a newly installed CAT6 A cable in the 
ceiling.  Wireless access points have been installed in all indoor instructional and office spaces in a micro-cell arrangement to ensure the ability to support a 1 to 1 student to device rollout.  
Outdoor wireless coverage is currently being evaluated.   Switch gear that support a 10Gbps backbone and 1Gbps Power Over Ethernet connections is installed in every IDF and MDF.  The 
current speed of the backbone is limited to 1Gbps but can be increased with new fiber optic transceivers.  A new CAT6 A horizontal cabling infrastructure is needed to replace the outdated CAT5 
installation. 
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13.1 Campus Technology 

Technology Summary Continued:  
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13.2 Campus Technology 

Technology Summary Continued:  
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14.0 Observations Summary 

Site Modernization Opportunities: 
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